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Welt, 0s happened, the New Zealand = 
Prostitutes Collective is finally in 
existance and we'd like to welcome 
readers to our first bi-monthly edition 
of our magazine. 


It's a good feeling to be sitting in our 
inner-city building here in Wellington, 
around our type-writers and discussing 
the kind of information and programmes we 
will be sharing with all of you involved 
in the sex-industry. 


How come a Collective? Originally a group 
of working girls met together over a few 
wines and idly talked about the likelihood 
of 4 Collective getting off the ground. 

We never imagined how easily things would 
fall into. place. Our interest in a Collective 
fortunately coincided with an.approach by 
the Health Department to me, expressing a 
concern about aids and its implications for 
sex workers. The Health Department's 
perception of sex workers was mainly based 
on overseas reports which linked the spread 
of aids in:part to prostitution. 1 areved 
that while this may be the case in some 
prostitution scenes around the world, the 
standards maintained in New Zealand were 
generally very high. We do not consider 
ourselves to be an ‘at risk' group. 


For all of us making a living.in thig 
business. it is vital that we work on this 
propaganda. We cannot afford to let aids 
infiltrate our scene. ' 


The Health Department has funded the 
Collective with the expectation that, “it 
will work towards keeping the sex industry 
a lids fre és We need your support and 
co-operation if we are to do this 
successfully. After all, it makes good 
business sense. 


In April I was appointed by the Minister 

of Health, David Caygill, to the National 
Council on Aids. The Council is a think 
tank comprising of twenty-two people from 
diverse backgrounds. it's funtion is to 
make recommendations to the Minister« ., An 
appointment of a prostitute. at this level 
means at last we have a voice and a certain 
amount of credibility. 


I look forward to working with the Collective 
and building a strong network for everyone 
involved in the sex industry. 
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We're here at last set up and ready to 
go. Our role is to find out your needs 
and to establish an educational exchange. 
We've finally got an office together, so 
we're easy to contact now. 


We'll be sending you lots more newsletters 
regularly in the future with articles 
covering Aids and STD information, the 
international and local scene and general 
points of interest to .all of us in the 

sex industry. As we build the network 
we'll extend our services to include legal 
and other advice. We are here to help 
you, no matter what.your line of sex work, 3 
background or query. Just contact us and 
we'll be happy to help, even if it's just 
to put you in contact with other organis- 
ations or people. WE UNDERSTAND. 


Owe phitosophy is to’ pull the .sex-industry 
into a cohesive network, with better 
communication at all levels. We see this 
project as a beginning of a movement 
throughout New Zealand which will enhance 
our industry . It is important we have a 
medium for ourselves. The Collective office 
is here in Wellington. We have an office’ 
space and anyone in the industry can drop 

in for a cup of tea‘or coffee and have a 
chat, get some information material “or just 
sit and read. We're planning some excursions 
to your city soon and if.you’re interested 
in setting up a kind of base or be a contact 
person foryour area, give us a call. 


We've just been over the the ‘First National 
Sex-Industry and Aids Conference' in 
Melbourne and found out just what's happening 
in the scene over there. It was extremely 
educational. We should consider ourselves 
luckier here as the prostitution laws in 
Australia (and each State is different) are 
quite a hassle for them. The Australian girls 
have to put up with police harassment and 
in some legal brothels the girls work for 
practically nothing after paying the management 
a cut and tax. An example was given where 

e in a legal brothel in Melbourne the girls 
charged $100, gave the management $50, paid 
$25 tax and were left with a pittiful $25 
per client. This is not all that uncommon 
where prostitution has been legalised. 
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I'm sure we're talking for everyone when 
we say we'd like to see ‘safe sex? 
(being condom use primarily) pract ised 
by all sex-workers across the country, 
for your health and welfare and for the 
sake of our business. As you can under- 
stand if Aids becomes a problem in Line 
sex-industry the media will get hold of 
it and have a field-day and there goes 
our business. This has already happened 
with the damaging article in the Sunday 
News last month of the masseuse in an 
Auckland parlour with Aids. we don't 
want bad publicity for our scene as this 
can result in less clients and lower. 


eatnings for all OT uss So be smart 
and always use condoms. A few extra 
dollars is not worth the risk. Si 3 


everyone in the scene was Eb practice 
safe sex and this everywhere was under= 
stood to be ‘not megutiablie’ then We 
wouldn't get so many (if any) clients 
wanting unsafe sex and offering more 1 OF 
such dangerous practices. They'd soon 
get the message and stop arguing. 


Pak 
The FACT Is 
/ a No Go! ) 
col hae wt ai a che Mi, 
ust (zs 2 aoe : MA | ig At yy, Lily 
\, : ee mo 49 zs A NLT fe 


When you find you have a client who 
refuses to wear a condom for the usual 
variety of reasons, it's up to us to give 
the stupid guy 4a lecture on the dangers 

of non-condom use. If he refuses to wear 
a condom just remember he's probably more 
likely to have something wrong with him. 
Point out that sex workers who don't use 
condoms with him probably don't use condoms 
with many other clients and they are more 
likely to contract Aids not to mention all 
the other S10’ Ss» 


So get the client aware even if, necessary 
to the point where he's running off to 
a clinic to get a test after learning of 
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THE PLIGHT OF THE FOREIGN WORKER 


Over the past few months foriegn workers, mainly from 
Thailand and Malaysia have appeared in several massage parlours 
and escort agencies around the country. 


Several problems have arisen and discussions within the sex 
industry are needed. There seems to be a lot of jelousy and 
competitiveness being aroused which is naturally to be expected 
considering the state of the sex industry in New Zealand. 

We know that we are touching on a hot issue here and we would 
like to start an exchange of opinions, experiences and 
suggestions. We'd like to know how you see the foreign 
workforce has affected your business. Please let us know and 
maybe we can start an open discussion in this paper and maybe 
find some solutions, recommendations and decide how to deal 
with it. 


I would firstly like to give some background information which 
was provided by a member of EMPOWER, the Prostitutes Collective 
in Bangkok. At the Melbourne Sex-Industry and Aids Conference. 
we attended a workshop called ‘issues for sex workers from 

other cultures't which made us realise how little we know about 
the working situation in Asia, especially in Thailand. In 

this workshop we had an interesting exchange about the working 
situation in at least five,different countries and we all 

agreed that there is a strong connection between poverty, being 
female and coming from an ethnic background which can lead 

to exploitation in the workforce. But this is not only 
happening in the sex industry, it is a fact that in the Asian 
countries women are used as cheap labour for example in the 
clothing industry. These girls never get the opportunity for 

a reasonable education as their brothers often do. Many of 
these girls leave their villages and families to take up 
prostitution in the cities. In Thailand this is mainly in 
Patpong which is Bangkok's red.light area. Here thier clients 
are sex tourists coming from all over the world who are looking 
for cheap erotic entertainment and sex. Most of these girls tell 
their families that they are working in restaurants and bars in 
the city and the money these girls earn generally goes back 

to thier poverty striken families to help make life a little 
better. Many of these girls have very little knowledge of the 
English language and this can lead to frequently being ripped off. 
EMPOWER is trying to educate and help out these girls by helping 
them to develop other skills such as typing and clerical work so 
they may get off the game and into a better lifestyle. You must 
remember that the working conditions in a place like Patpong are 
alot different to things here. 


Fantasy 


| 


mel 


S) 
5s ua 
y) 
wee 
et 


ones Sou 


I 


n ctten remains 
rn 


ih 
Thal mae 0 


T knew we 
dly 
4 


\f 


eult 
TO 


avelled 


of selt 


dead dream 


1 unitorm . 


OOK 

0 

Ard 
Schoo 
So 
S 


ya 


ive, span. 
es 


an 
he 


{SCO 


hands 
col 
wil 


. 
H OWENEY 


meow 
hake 


\ 


A whole 


pevreepieryte 


ar 


pornos 


Fetal ates mid 


“258 te 
" ve ied 


Es aye 


WA? 


ae ¥,- Mien, 


25 


#5 
% 


Hui eaehy 


s Lab 


Wiig 


sae s 


Pernt as #e 
Meat 


a = < q THE 
if ° : _ world 
in Ney 


ESS? 
es 
ie) 
O 
S 
fe) 
a 


iq S : "Pets | 

ey A VENGEFUL Aids eS having ee ee social 
Great Oe . safe sex anyway. An ao 

, victim 1S ats BSS; there's no. problem witht eee 
a masseur and in- just massaging. . | aie 

#4 tentionally passing . “There is no way ai digun 

ae on the virus. masseur can pass on the. sroll § 

A reliable Sunday vagus, through” the. Neass.5 nite 

News source claimed the she said. ‘ : Squad 

crazed hooker believed “It would be disastrous ' ae 

she was infected with the for her to engage in une | Healt 

deadly virus by one of the : : : safe sex. ; : : e| 

customers at an Auckland inner-city ~ She said the foundation did not nor- 4 

massage parlour and was now on a ‘re- By WIRACHIT WONGSAROT mally approach people and try to get. ©CPar 


venge trip’ against all punters. ther to have counselling. 


The Auckland massage parlour is parlour. It’s criminal.” — people who might get the infection could “The person has got to make the TH 
well-known as a front for the sex-for- Health Department spokesman Pat- be very large,” Dr Wong said. choice to come along. We can't ring AND 
sale-business. rick Wong said the implications of this He said it was very important for this someone up out of the blue and say ‘I . 

“This girl is known to have Aids, does person's actions were extremely serious. masseur to seek counselling. She must be hear you've got the virus, come along to * 
have Aids, and has got a grudge against He said it was against the law for persuaded to seek help. counselling’.” -£ 
people and is passing it on,” said our anyone to knowingly pass on an infec- Aids Foundation director Warren Auckland police senior legal adviser ; 
source. tious disease. Lindberg said it was the overiding duty. Barry Matthews said section 201 of the: 

“It's bloody disgusting for a known “She could be coming into contact and of people aware of her condition to per- Crimes Act stated any person who wilful- - 

Aids sufferer to be working ina massage  infectiong many, many people — with suade the masseur to come to the founda- ly and without lawful justification or ex- ~ 


- serious consequences. What she is doin tion clinic for confidential counselling. cuse caused or produced another’ person ° 
fi is going to do a lot o “The duty of everyone around, who to have a disease was liable for up to 14 


z, 


harm. knew about the situation and the risk she years imprisonment. 
“We are not talking was placing herself and other people in, “It would appear that if you could es- 
i) about one or two people, was to persuade her to seek confidential tablish that a person had been wilfully 
we're talking about people and anonymous counselling,” he said. inflicted with any disease or sickness 
#4 who have had contact with Another foundation spokesperson said then you would have a case — clearly 
‘i’ her and then having con- the woman MIGHT NOT be having any Aids is a disease,” Mr Matthews said. 
Re tact with other people. sex with clients. The difficulty would be in proving 
& And it’s not just the part- “You don’t know how much contact that there was intent to inflict the dis- 
4 ners of these people, but she's having with clients, she may not be ° ease and establishing the link between 
4) their partners as well. having any sex at all with clients. Or, she . the two people. 
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NEW ZEALAND PROSTITUTES COLLECTIVE, 
P O Box 11412; ’ 

Manners Street, j 
WELLINGTON. 


The Editor, 
SUNDAY NEWS 

P, 0, Box 1327 
AUCKLAND. 


RE AIDS VICTIM OUT FOR REVENGE KEN 
i 


Dear Sir, : teas 


I was disturbed to read your account ofthe Auckland masseuse currently Wi 


AY 


working in a massage parlour while supposedly infected with the Aids 


By WIRACHIT WONGSAROT 


.- THE fear of Aids is turning massage par- § 
# lours into ghost houses. as 


Sunday News last week day News, the New Zea- § 
revealed a vengeful Aids land” Prostitutes’ } 
victim was working as a Collective says customers 
A masseuse and allegedly must also share in the re- 
4: hoping to pass on the sponsibility for the conse- . 
virus. ; quences of having unsafe 
H The crazed hooker be- sex: “Let’s not forget to i 
- lieved she was infected focus on them (customers), - 
with the deadly virus by as there’s no reason for \ 
m™ one of the customers atan anyone to contract Aids or. § 

‘Auckland inner-city par- any of the other sexually | ¢ 
lour, and was bent on re-_ transmitted diseases, pro-. { 
4: venge against all punters. viding the guidelines to 

An irate masseuse told safe sex are followed. Cli- 
us this week that business ents have their part to ~ 
f had dropped by 80 per play as well.” 

- cent since the publicity The rate of infection 
. about the Aids-infected for sex workers was below 
worker, that of the general public, 
“- “She’d better watch said collective spokes- 
out. She’s destroying the woman C. Healy. 
4: business by her sick “Give sex workers 
action. credibility, as they are the 
4 “All the girls I know professionals in this busi- 
are very aware of the ness and safe sex is their 
“ dangers of Aids, and prac- 
tise safe sex. We all insist yh AB 
on condoms. : A 
“Customers should be anc WERE - 5 
suspicious straight away 
when»a girl doesn’t want 
to use a condom. She’s the 
one they should stay away 
from.” 
In a statement to Sun- 


virus.My interest in this subject relates to my position as the National 


co-ordinator of the New Zealand Prostitutes Collective and as a member 


of the National Council on Aids. 


Your article heavily criticises the actions of the masseuse while 


ignoring thoee of the clients who may engage in sex with her. Lets 


not forget to focus on them as there is no reason for anyone to contract 


aids or any of the other sexually transmitted diseases providing the 


guidelines to safe-sex are followed. 


While I do not condone the actions of the supposed masseuse, clients 


have their part to play as well. If they choose to engage in unsafe 


sex then they too must share responsibility for the consequences. 


I believe the content of the article in the main casts a slur against 


the massage parlour = sex worker industry. 


STD clinics will support my claim that the rate of infection for sex 


workers is below that of the general populace. 


Give NZ sex workers credibility as they are the proffeesionals in 


this business and safe sex is their livelihood. 


I Remain Yours, 


for NEW ZEALAND PROSTITUTES COLLECTIVE. 


City 

‘ 4% Ss th 

MA te By 1 
Pei poruetuade, ey? 


Z 


iV pe) : os 3 4 te , be ¥ ' x ; 
SNe tuig ibnarmin DVD Memb caN WL eka 2 

ye TVES) Sai AS ARN Tes att ; STAG he Cao ant 
A \ SANK h vee ines Jeep Thnk SAS ¥ wits 4, D + x. , 4 


AN ANE 
eee 
Bae AY) 


rostitutes, police join in Aids 


ourt weekend sees a new Aids campaign. BRUCE STIRLING reports. Core 


oldest profession in the 
has. gained.official status 
» Zealand and, if the Nice 
has its way, is headed for 
acceptance. 
recently formed Prosti- 
Collective has dubbed it- 
the 
ish it from that other 
so concerned with prosti- 
welfare — the Vice 


collective is part of the 
Department’s big new 
parenes campaign. The 
nent provides the fund- 


THEY JOINED HANDS... 


SEALED THE BARGAIN. 


Nice Squad to’ 


ing but leaves educating prosti- 
tutes about Aids to those who 
can do it most effectively — 
prostitutes themselves. 
Collective spokeswoman, 
Catherine, only has two and a 
half years experience but is still 
working as a prostitute. Her 
group know where prostitutes 
work and how to talk to them. 
“Can you imagine health 
workers coming into our scene 
and saying ‘hello, we’re from 
the Health Department? They 
just won’t get listend to.”’ 
Other groups needing specific 


campaigns that relate to their 
social networks and needs have 
also got special funding. These 
include Maori and Pacific Is- 
land groups as well as the al- 
ready established IV League 
(targeting intravenous drug 
users) and NZ Aids Foundation. 
Regional health development 
units will also foster commun- 
ity involvement and adapt the 
national campaign to fit local 
needs. 

The most visible part of the 
campaign kicks off on Labour 
weekend with a media blitz. 


Radio, television, papers and 
cinemas will spread the word, 
and the word is ‘sensible’. 

Health educator and one of 
the campaign’s co-ordinators, 
Patricia Poynter, says the brief 
for advertising agency MacKay 
King was to show 16-29 year 
olds ‘‘making sensible sexual de- 
cisions’’. 

The ‘grim reaper’ terror that 
gripped Australia after a recent 
Aids campaign will not be 
repeated here: ‘‘A little fear is 
okay but a lot just doesn’t 
work,’’ says Mrs Poynter. ‘‘We 
aim to show people how to 
cope.”’ 

She says the ads will ‘‘without 
a doubt”’ be better than the in- 
famous ‘parachute’ ads or last 
year’s milkman-in-the- 
suburban-dawn fiasco. A 
follow-up mail out will ensure 
every home in the land gets the 
message this time. 

- It has been a year since. the 
last Aids ads screened, and Mrs 
Poynter admits ‘‘there is a feel- 
ing out there that Aids has gone 
away’’. The reason for the lack 
of awareness is quite simple — 
a lack of money. 

The government has alotted 
$1.5m for the entire Aids cam- 
paign. That compares with the 
$2.5m spent on a recent educa- 
tion campaign obviously a bit 
higher on the politicial agenda 
— taxation... 

About one third of the money 
will go in the brief burst of 
media exposure, but the rest will 
go a little further and fund the 
special groups and local in- 


A Prostitutes’ Collective is being formed that will help 
prevent the spread of AIDS in the sex industry. 


Its spokeswoman, Cathe- 
rine, says workers in the sex 
industry are very aware of 
the risk of AIDS and other 
sexually transmitted 
diseases. 

The Police Department’s 
vice squad may help the 
collective get in touch with 
transvestites and “indepen- 
dent girls’ who may have 
only casual involvement in 
prostitution. 

Catherine says the collec- 
tive welcomes the squad’s 
“realistic” stance. 

“Instead of thinking ‘Oh 
God—the ‘ prostitutes are 
getting organised,’ when 
they are supposed to see 
that prostitution is not hap- 
pening, they are giving as 


much help as they can in . 


keeping (AIDS) under con- 
trol,” she says. 

“To be able to sit in a mas- 
sage parlour with them and 
talk about safe sex is quite 
extraordinary.” 

Before the AIDS scare, 
management had opposed 


any attempts by prostitutes 
to form a collective. 

At present the. collective 
monitors prostitutes to 
make sure they keep up 
with their six-monthly 
AIDS tests and other health 
checks. Massage parlours 
are also monitored to make 
sure owners are not forcing 
the girls into unsafe 


activities. 


be of lower 


Catherine says condom 
use is becoming standard 
practice in the sex industry, 
mainly because of initia- 
tives taken by the prosti- 
tutes themselves. 


‘She believes the AIDS pre- - 


vention message needs to be 
targeted to the more casual 
heterosexual bar scene, 
which is often perceived to 
ted risk than 
prostitution. : 

“Really, we’re all at risk, 
aren’t we,” she adds. 


—-*t 


LV twas 


itiatives. i: 

The prostitutes collective has 
a budget of a few tens of thou- 
sands of dollars. Catherine 
could not specify the exact 
amount, but she says the money 
would only last eight months 
even on a tight budget. 

Their money will-pay for a 
small city office from which 
they hope to launch a magazine 
keeping prostitutes aware of 
Aids and related issues. There 
will also be a Jot of ground work 
to be done, getting out and talk- 
ing to prostitutes. 

‘Catherine says -she should 
have more ideas after attending 
an October sex industry confer- 
ence, in Melbourne. 

Eventually she wants the col- 


_ lective to be self-supporting, but 


right now sees the funding of the 


collective as an’ important step— 
in prostitutes coming out into } 
the open: ‘‘We now have a rela- 33 
tionship with two government 

departments, health and the & 
police, which is a funny situa- 


tion for us. 


“It?s improved our credibi- 4 
lity, and is a real step forward.”’ § 


blitz 


Oot u-1( 28 


Funding of homosexual and 
intravenous drug users groups 
attracted similar criticism. 


Catherine believes that Aids 
brought homosexuality further 
out into the open, and eventu- 
ally to some sort of mainstream 
acceptance (or at least legality) 
and sees this as a model for 
prostitutes’ emergence. 


“T_ mean, we are everyday 
women, and all sorts of men 


have contact with us, as clients 


or just day to day. We could be 
their neighbours.”’ 


She says prostitutes could also 
play a role in educating men, so 
the safety zone could extend be- 
yond Vivian’ Street out to the 
suburbs, into the homes of the 
men who keep prostitutes in 
business. 


Although she claims New 8 


Zealand is 10 years behind the 
rest of the world in its official 
attitude towards prostitutes, she 
admits that the government in- 


itiated the funding of the collec- x 
tive, which may be a world first. 3 
“It should be interesting | 


legally to see what happens S£ 
down the track,’’ she observes. * 


The police partnership may 


come as a surprise, but Cathe- 
rine says they have a role in | 


referring casual and street 
prostitutes which the collective 


might miss. She says her discus- 2 


sions with police went well. 
“Some of them are concerned 

about our safety and we’ve 

formed a good rapport.’’ . 


It is the street walkers that 
Catherine says are most at risk. & 
Massage parlour workers share 


their knowledge and are already 
well aware of the risks, and 
know how to avoid aids‘ and 
other sexually transmitted 
diseases. 

“We don’t want Aids -as- 
sociated with our scene, we just 
can’t afford it. But street 


workers aren’t as secure eco- {| 


nomically and some clients do 
offer more money for sex 
without a condom, and that 


_puts everyone at risk.” 


She can see ‘‘morals’? cam- 


paigners complaining about tax- ; 


payers funding prostitutes, but \$ 


says it’s too important an issue 


for such attitudes. ‘You have to 


be realistic in the face of Aids.”’. 


Thailand's first media 
exposure to AIDS was 
around 1984-5. It was 
considered primarily a 
‘farang’ (foreign) disease 
and perhaps as this attitude 
could adversely affect the 
tourist industry the issue 
was played down by the 
media at government 
authorities’ behest. 


By 1987 AIDS began to 
receive regular coverage in 
the local English 
newspapers. Some figures 
from Thailand were released 
mostly mentioning the 
number of ‘farangs’: with 
the virus. Information was 
inconsistent, confusing 
and concerned with other 
countries. Most of the 
population who did not read 
the English papers remained 
uninformed. 
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As part of our AIDS 
Education program, EM- 
POWER created a mo- 
bile exhibition about 
AIDS. This has been 


Ss displayed in two places 
Saree So far, a local bookshop 
sea and Ramkamhaeng Uni- 
mal versity, both in Bangkok. 


bet: We also surveyed those 
Bo who came to view the 
exhibition. Most of 
those who cooperated 
in the survey were men 
between the ages of 
20-29 years. 


Out of 58 people from 
the bookshop, all had 
a high level of education, 
were working in the 
private sector or were 
Students. 
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Around early 1987 
EMPOWER cautiously dis- 
tributed a leaflet introducing 
the topic of AIDS. The 
pamphlet was brief, light- 
hearted and in simple 
language. As the pamphlet 
was well received we then 
went ahead with producing 
a booklet explaining how 


' AIDS is contracted, simple 


protection methods and 
dispelling many of the 
myths about the disease. 


This booklet proved very 
successful and we have 
now printed three editions. 


During the latter part of 
1987 the issue exploded 
onto the front pages of all 
Thai newspapers when it 
was announced that a Thai 
- man had contracted the 
virus from a blood 
transfusion. Then the press 
created a sensation by 
falsely accusing a popular 
Thai model of having the 
virus, on the hearsay of a 
well-known doctor. 


The Government had by 
this time recognised the 
need to act and authorised 
43 million baht towards 
education and testing. 
EMPOWER was approached 
by the Bangruk Hospital to 
help with the proposed 
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tated that they fre- 
uented coffee shops 
vhich front as strip 
hows for Thai Men) 
assage parlours and 
rothels. Seven of the 


58 said that they always 
used condoms, 34 ad- 
mitted to using condoms 
sometimes and 24 re- 
plied that they never 
used them (this last 


group were mostly 
those who did not fre- 
quent night entertain- 
ment spots). Forty-eight 
of the total were con- 
fident that they were 
not in the high-risk 
group for AIDS. 


The results from the 
University were very 
similar. One hundred 
students filled in the 


“questionaire, 54 replied 
that they often went to 


ihe entertainment places 
mentioned above. Four- 
teen out of the last 
number stated that 


they always used con- 


doms,- 20 said-some- 
times, 19 never and 1 


did not reply. All but. 
one did not consider - 


themselves to. be in 
the high-risk group, and 
again 1 person did not 


answer. 


The surveyces all said 
that what they knew 
about AIDS came from 


the press. Comments 


about the media co- 
verage of AIDS included, 
the press was taking 
ihe issue of AIDS for its 
own profit, the infor- 
mation released was 
difficult to understand 
and. used too much 
terminology, it was 
unreliable, the writers 


did not know enough 


about the issue and 
the information they 
used was too old. lt 
was ‘also mentioned 
that the Government 
should not use scare 
tactics to educate the 
people but should pro- 
vide the public with 
more facts. 


esting of 4000 women 
orking in Patpong. We 
isited over 100 bars in the 
arly evening for a period 
f 2 months, showing 
ideos, talking about AIDS, 
nd encouraging the 

omen to take the test. 
Jut of the 4,000 women 
ested, 7 were found to 
ave the HIV virus. 


Ve have not been able to 
eet with any of them but 
e Health Ministry 
formed us that their 

ases are being followed 

losely. As yet the Ministry 
oesn’t have a counselling 
ogram for AIDS cases 
d seems content to hand 
is role to the patient’s 

Dctor. Two of the women 
und have already managed 
avoid the Ministry and are 


possibly working elsewhere. 


The testing was conducted 
over 6 months ago and we 
find it extremely hard to 
estimate the number of 
sero-positive cases-as yet 
undetected in Patpong at 
this stage. 


EMPOWER has formulated 
its policy for education 
about AIDS: . . 

— As the first priority we 
must encourage our present 
students to-be aware of 
AIDS and to encourage 
them to take a leadership 
role in educating their 
friends. 

— Secondly, we’must con- 


“.centrate on non-students 


(those who have not yet 


_ made contact with 


EMPOWER) as a building 
base for education, help 


them build up their 
confidence in asking the 
customers to uSe condoms. 
— Then there are the owners 
managers and mamasans 
whom we must try to get. 
cooperation from, and 
encourage them to support 
the women in the use of 
condoms or at least not 
arouse a negative attitude. 
— Next we have the cus- 
tomers who have to be’- 
reminded to be responsible 
and that AIDS in Asia is 
also a reality. 

— Finally, there is the 
general public whom we 
must help to educate 
through the press and other 
media and work at adjusting 
peoples attitudes towards 
using condoms and safe 
Sex. 
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JINTANA 

(A door gril) 

28 years old, from 
Bangkok... 


Jintana has a 14 
year-old son and 
an eight-year-old 
daughter. 


Jin was kidnapped 


when she was 12 > 


years old and was 
- Sold to a brothel in 
Nakornprathom (a 
province 70 km. 
south of Bangkok 
which is a well known 
for its:gangsters and 
sex-trade). 


Jin never knew how 
much she was sold 


for but she remem- 


bers well how many 
men were sent to 
her room. For the 
two years she was 


held captive, she — 


received nothing 
in payment from the 
brothel. 


~ One day Jintana 


actually managed 
to escape. (Brothel 
cwners have con- 
siderable power 
and any tri-shaw 
driver who saw a 
run-away would 
immediately inform 
the brothel owner). 
Jin managed to stow 
away in the back 
of a bus, she -was 
extremely afraid. 
When the bus reached 
the highway Jin sat 
up. She had to plead 
with the bus con- 


ducter to let her stay. 


on as she had no 
money. 


_ din fell fast asleep 


and didn’t wake up 
till the bus stopped 
somewhere in the 
Northeast, 5 hours 
from Bangkok... 


Jin found her 
way back home to 
the woman ‘she 
called ‘Mom’ (an 
olderly woman who 
had cared for her 
since she was a 
baby). Her real 
mother was un- 


“married when she 


gave birth and Jin 
never knew her. 


Mom and Jin lived 
in aslum in the out- 
skirts of Bangkok. 
Mom earned a living 
by washing neigh- 
bours’ clothes. Jin 


knew she must try | 


a earn a living too, 
but how? She had 
only 4 years of school 
so her options were 
a factory worker or 
maid. Jin also had 
to take care of 2 
children whose 
father left: when 
they were young. 
Jin decided to work 
in a brothel near 
home where she 
split half of 50 baht 
a time with the 
owner. 


Jin read about EM- 
POWER in the Daily 
News about a year 


ago. She came to © 
leam English because 
she wanted to be 
able to help her son 
and daughter with 
their homework. 


Jin really wants 
her son to go as far 
as he can at school 
and she hopes then 
he can help his sister. 


Jin took an adult 


education course 
in dressmaking last 
year but she left 
before it ended. 
She found it too 
difficult and she 
said she could never 
Save enough to. 
Start a business or 
even buy a sewing 
machine. Jin also 
had to work when 
she was taking the 
course so she never 
got enough sleep, 
getting home in the 
early hours and start- 
ing the class at 
8.30 am. 


OW HIV CAIDS) IS TRANSMITTED 


HIV {s carried In the blood, semen, cervical secretions and 
other body fluids of Infected people. A person becomes infected 
when one of these fluids gains access to his/her body, but the 
virus has. to get into the bloodstream e.g. via a cut or abrasion. 
It ls true that HIV has been found In saliva and tears. However 
it has never been shown to be able to infect through these 
fluids. Epidemlological evidence {s strongly against regular 
transmission by fluids other than blood and semen. The virus can 
survive In dried blood for up to two weeks and hence care should 
be taken to clean and sterilise all possibly Infected objects 
which have come Into contact with another persons blood. 

The virus 13 fragile and easlly destroyed by alcohol, 
disinfectant and heat. There |s strong epidemlological evidence 
against Infection by contagion or Intimate non-sexual contact. 
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HIV CAN BE SPREAD BY: 


i. Sexual intercourse Celther vaginal or anal), without a condom, 


especially if ejaculation occurs. 

2. By transfer of blood or blood products from one person to 

another’s bloodstream either by medical transfusion or through 

sharing of Injecting equipment in intravenous drug use. 

3. From an infected woman to her foetus during pregnancy or at 

birth, and possibly subsequently through breastfeeding. . 
4, By failure of health care workers to observe appropriate : 
hygeine precautions and infection control guidelines in tending 

people who are infected (whether or not the latter have HIV 

related {llness.) 


There are no other ways in which HIV js transmitted. 


HIV CANNOT BE SPREAD BY: 

1) Sexual contact which does not involve exchange of body fluids 
(e.g. mutual masturbation, Intercourse with an Intact condon, 
Intercrural sex, frottage). 

2) Social contact such as Kissing, massage, cutting halr or 
Shaking hands, ; 

3) Contact with objects used by infected people (sharing cups 
etc). 

4) Biting insects. (If biting insects did spread HIV, then 
children aged 4 to 12 would be getting it. They aren’t. They only 
become vulnerable when they become Sexually active.) 

9) Donating blood. All equipment used by blood donors {is 
Sterllised. Members of the public are sometimes confused over 
this, probably because of the fear of needles and the message 
that shares needles are dangerous. Worried donors should be 
assured that it {s impossible to contract HIV by donating blood. 
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PEOPLE ARE NOT PROTECTED FROM INFECTION BY:- 


e number of sexual partners, If they still use high 
et bagel yea (e.g. intercourse without a condom, with an 
infected partner.) If “safer sex" practices are used the number 
of partners is irrelevant. 

2) Trusting their partners to say that they are not Infected, or 
looking for “tell tale signs” like the lesions of Kaposi’s 
sarcoma (which most infected people won’t have.) 

3) Avolding: foreigners or other people they think might be 
lnfected. 

4) Hopes, prayers and wishful thinking. 

5) Romance. 

6) intoxication. 


Avoiding infection requires each individual to make 
affirmative, assertive decisions to take the necessary steps to 
protect his or her health. By leaving the responsibility to 
others Individuals Increase their own risks. 
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MOTIVATION 


When ‘I first’ saw the circular for.the Collective 
my initial response was, what a great idea. My 
next thought was one of ‘pity:it Willi never get 
off the pround*. Knowing how much people in 
this industry hate exposing themselves. Then I 
thotigrt; it’s attitudes like that -whicn ensure 
that they.-don't. So do something. 


Of course the next thought was, well what do I 
write about? So many humerous incidents went 
through my mind. Stories that have never been 
shared, thoughts that have never been spoken. 


One of the sad things about this industry is, that 
it is so isolated. How many of us can go home and 
share the day or night with parinets, FPriends of 
fanily? In many pases] they af more interested in 
how the job affects them or they don't want to know. 


Well, this is”“ourchance, not so much to change 
things, as to improve them. Here is a chance to 
éxpress, ourselves int. a magazine for ourselves - 

by ourselves, so girls, get off. the couch and also 
write something. 


Letter from a person who only keeps ims Eeuch at 
Christmas.and then ... prefers to use the phone! 
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